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A strange case of melanoma: An (in)visible enemy
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Clinical image description

We report the case of a 91-year-old Caucasian female pa-
tient who came to our attention due to the appearance of a 10 
X 15 cm plaque with irregular margins, with mammary appear-
ance, strongly and variably pigmented, localized on the right 
hemiface after about 8 weeks. 

Dermoscopic examination showed an aspecific pattern char-
acterised by the presence of a variously pigmented background, 
with the presence of a blue-grey veil and overlapping of serum-
hematous crusts.

There was no significant medical history and no significant 
objective data on general examination. 

A biopsy was therefore performed, which revealed the pres-
ence of a melanoma, as demonstrated by the positive results for 
the S-100 and Sox10 markers. In addition, the search for the V-
600E allele on the Braf gene was negative, thus excluding the pos-

sibility of performing a specific target-therapy for the mutation. 

As per protocol, the patient underwent instrumental exami-
nations, such as total-body CT-PET to assess the presence of lo-
coregional and distant metastases [1].

First of all, although we do not have certain data on the rate 
of evolution of the lesion, its size makes it unique in its kind.

Consequently, as suggested by the literature, a therapeutic 
approach based on radio-chemotherapy or immunology would 
at least be desirable [2].

On the other hand, the age data cannot be overlooked in 
such a context, especially considering the patient’s good gen-
eral state of health, despite the dermatological finding. 

And it is precisely in cases like these that a holistic and multi-
disciplinary approach is necessary, in order to achieve a clinically 
effective but, above all, humanly acceptable management [3].
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