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Internal auditory canal osteoma
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Description

R.R.M., female, 40 years old, presenting with severe symp-
toms of Temporomandibular Joint disorder, underwent Head 
Computed Tomography (CT) during its investigation. It revealed 
an incidental finding of asymptomatic pedunculated bone le-
sion of approximately 0,51 x 0,55 mm, originating in the inferior 
portion of the right Internal Auditory Canal (IAC), adjacent to 
the cerebellopontine angle, indicated by the yellow arrows in 
Figure 1, (A) and (B) in axial plane and orange arrow (C) in coro-
nal plane. These findings are compatible with an IAC Osteoma. 
Osteomas are slow-growing benign bone tumors commonly ob-
served in the temporal bone, especially in the mastoid cortex 
and external auditory canal. Its appearance in the IAC is very 
rare and is usually discovered incidentally [1]. The main differ-
ential diagnosis is with Exostosis. Unlike the Osteoma, Exostosis 
usually present with multiple bilateral lesions with a broad im-
plantation base [2]. CT is the most effective diagnostic tool for 
this type of bone lesions [1].
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