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A therapeutic challenge in an elderly woman and spectacular 
clinical response to an unusual left supra-clavicular metastasis 
of ovarian adenocarcinoma
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Clinical image description

Our patient is 80 years old and under treatment for hyper-
tension and cardiac arrhythmia due to atrial fibrillation. She 
presented with a painful left cervical adenopathy that gradu-
ally increased in size over 12 months. Clinical examination re-
vealed a patient in good general condition with an erythema-
tous poly-lobed mass, tender to palpation, occupying the left 
supraclavicular region (Figure 1A). Cervicothoracic Computed 
Tomography (CT) described a left supraclavicular mass measur-
ing 8.8 x 9.3 cm and compressing the jugulocarotid axis (Figure 
2A). On pathological examination, it was a poorly differentiated 
adenocarcinoma with immunohistochemical expression of anti-
CK7, anti-CK19, anti-WT1, anti-PAX8 antibodies and an absence 
of expression of anti-CK20, anti-CDX2, anti-GATA3, anti-P40 
antibodies, pointing to a gynecological origin (Figure 1B). An 
abdominal-pelvic CT scan and pelvic Magnetic Resonance Im-
aging (MRI) revealed a 3.9 x 4 cm heterogeneous right lateral 
uterine mass (Figure 3A). Associated lateropelvicadenopathies 
were measuring 20 x 27 mm on the right and 12 x 14 mm on 

the left. The CA125 marker was elevated to 944 U/ml. She re-
ceived three courses of chemotherapy every three weeks com-
bining Carboplatin AUC5 at Day 1 (D1) with weekly Paclitaxel 
80 mg/m² at D1, D8, and D15 with very good tolerance. No 
dose reduction was required due to his age and cardiac his-
tory. A post-chemotherapy evaluation revealed a spectacular 
clinical response with the disappearance of the supra-clavicular 
adenopathy (Figure 1C) and normalization of CA125 (12.93 IU/
mL). On the follow-up CT scan, there was complete regression 
of the left supraclavicular mass (Figure 2B) and a decrease in 
the right adnexal mass size, 2.3 x 2.9 cm vs 3.9 x 40 cm (Figure 
3B). She subsequently underwent a hysterectomy with bilateral 
adnexectomy.

This case informs us about exceptional locations of ovarian 
carcinomas, the good tolerance of elderly subjects to therapeu-
tic standards in terms of chemotherapy, and the possibility of 
making certain metastatic tumors curable.

Abstract

Ovarian carcinomas with a single left supraclavicular metastasis in 
the node of Virchow are rare. We report a case of an 80-year-old wom-
an with a large painful left supraclavicular adenopathy. Immunohisto-
chemical study of the lymph node biopsy and pelvic magnetic reso-
nance imaging revealed adenocarcinoma of ovarian origin. After three 
courses of full-dose carboplatin-based chemotherapy, we observed 
the disappearance of the left supraclavicular mass, normalization of 
the CA 125 marker, and a clear decrease in the size of the right adnexal 
mass. This case informs us about exceptional locations of ovarian carci-
nomas, the good tolerance of elderly subjects to therapeutic standards 
in terms of chemotherapy, and the possibility of making certain meta-
static tumors curable. 
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Figure 1: Clinical and pathological presentation of left supraclavicular adenopathy. 
(A) Appearance of the initial large left supra-clavicular adenopathy. 
(B) Pathological and Immunohistochemical aspect with antiPAX 8 antibodies positive appearance (HEx10).
(C) Clinical Disappearance of adenopathy after chemotherapy.

Figure 2: CT scan of left supraclavicular adenopathy.
(A): Large initial supraclavicular mass. 
(B): Disappearance of adenopathy after chemotherapy.

Figure 3: Left adnexal mass.
(A) Initial appearance of the left ovarian mass. 
(B) Reduction in size of the mass after chemotherapy.


