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Unveiling the truth: Recurrent mastitis in an adolescent
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Description

An 11-year-old adolescent with a personal and family history 
of depression presented to the Emergency Department (ED) 
five times within one month. She reported pain, swelling, ery-
thema, and itching in the left breast (Figure 1). Bloody nipple 
discharge was noted during the initial episode. 

Ultrasound examinations during the first three ED visits 
showed findings consistent with inflammation/infection, de-
spite the absence of elevated inflammatory markers. She was 
hospitalized four times and underwent three cycles of intrave-
nous antibiotic therapy, yet her symptoms recurred repeatedly. 
During hospitalizations, she consistently reported dispropor-
tionate pain to the observed inflammatory signs.

Discussion

Initially, bacterial infections such as mastitis or cellulitis were 
considered, prompting antibiotic therapy. However, the lack of 

resolution and the absence of elevated inflammatory markers 
made these diagnoses unlikely. Other conditions such as nonin-
fectious mastitis, and breast masses were also considered, but 
did not fully explain the symptoms or their recurrency. During 
the final hospitalization, the erythema extended to the let ab-
domen (Figure 1) but disappeared after alcohol cleaning. The 
adolescent confessed to initially having a true mastitis during 
her first hospitalized, which was completely resolved. However, 
she tried to perpetuate the clinical situation by repeatedly ap-
plying lipstick to the area to simulate inflammatory signs. She 
cited increased parental attention and avoidance of school due 
to bullying as motives. Factitious Disorder (FD) is a psychiatric 
condition in which physical or psychological symptoms are in-
tentionally fabricated [1-3]. Particularly in adolescents, early di-
agnosis is challenging but crucial to limit patient harm and avoid 
unnecessary medical interventions [2-3]. This case highlights 
the importance of a comprehensive approach that includes 
consideration of psychological factors in the differential diag-
nosis process.
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Figure 1: Erythema of the left breast and abdomen.

Declarations

No acknowledgments.

The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Caselli I, Poloni N, Ceccon F, Ielmini M, Merlo B, et al. A Sys-
tematic Review on Factitious Disorders: Psychopathology and 
Diagnostic Classification. Neuropsychiatry (London). 2018; 8(1): 
281-92.

2.  Peebles R, Sabella C, Franco K, Goldfarb J. Factitious disorder 
and malingering in adolescent girls: Case series and literature 
review. Clinical Pediatrics. Clin Pediatr (Phila). 2005; 44: 237-43. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15821848/.

3. Ehrlich S, Pfeiffer E, Salbach H, Lenz K, Lehmkuhl U. Factitious 
disorder in children and adolescents: A retrospective study. Psy-
chosomatics. 2008; 49(5): 392-8. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/18794507/.


