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A typical gastrointestinal metastasis of melanoma
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Description

A 74-year-old woman with a history of Charcot-Marie-Tooth 
type 1 neuropathy and malignant melanoma (TxN3bM0), di-
agnosed in 2023 and previously treated with pembrolizumab, 
presented to the emergency department with acute-on-chronic 
anemia (2 g/dL hemoglobin drop), heart failure, abdominal 
pain, hypotension, and melena. Endoscopic evaluation identi-
fied a highly infiltrative lesion at the junction of the duodenal 
bulb and second portion (D2) with a distinct “volcano-like” mor-
phology. Histopathological examination confirmed the lesion as 
metastatic melanoma. Hemostatic radiotherapy was initiated, 
resulting in initial clinical improvement. However, the patient 
later became hemodynamically unstable, likely due to septic 
shock, and unfortunately passed away. Metastasis of melanoma 
to the gastrointestinal tract is well-documented but often un-
derrecognized in clinical settings, as it typically remains asymp-
tomatic until reaching advanced stages. Post-mortem studies 
reveal that 50-60% of patients with advanced melanoma show 
gastrointestinal involvement, though symptoms rarely present 
during life. This rarity in clinical presentation underscores the 
relevance of sharing these imaging findings [1].
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Figure 1: Volcano-like lesion in D2.
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Figure 2: Volcano-like lesion in D2.
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