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An image of the xanthogranuloma of the plexus choroid
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Description

A 34 year old women consulted in emergency in our depart-
ment for intense headache with vomiting, and bilateral pap-
illedema in the ophtalmologic examination, in front of these 
symptoms a brain CT-scan was performed. We observed a well 
defined oval formation of fluid density in the occipital horn of 
the right lateral ventricle with calcified wall in favor of a xantho-
granuloma of the choroid plexus (Figure 1). The first descrip-
tion of an xanthogranuloma was reported by Blunner in 1900 
as cholesteatomatous endothelioma [1], since then they have 
been reported incidentally mostly in the lateral ventricules. 
Xanthogranuloma of the choroid plexus can cause obstructive 
hydrocephalus, and patients may develop neurological symp-
toms such as a headache, papilledema, gait instability, cognitive 
impairment, and urinary disturbances [1]. XGRs represent tis-
sue reactions with pseudotumor aspect and are composed of 
cholesterol clefts and inflammatory cells such as foamy cells, 
histiocytes, multinucleated foreign body giant cells, hemosid-
erin deposits and fibrous proliferation [2]. CT findings of choroid 
plexus xanthogranulomas in the litterature are variable from 
hypo, iso and hyperdense, representing the heterogeneity in 
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Figure 1: Axial view of a non enhanced CT-scan showing  the 
xanthogranuloma of the  choroid plexus.
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the content of these lesions. They are round and smooth-walled 
[1]. There etiology remains controversial, some authors relate 
the condition to an inflammatory response to the proliferation 
and invagination of the choroid plexus and neuroepithelial cyst 
transformation, and other reports suggest a developmental ori-
gin or high levels of lipids in the blood [1,3,4].
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